
 

 

March, 2025  

  
Dear Parents/Guardians of Students in Grade 5, 
 
Attached please find the registration package for the 2025-26 school year. The following 
information may be of assistance in preparing for this transition into middle school. 
 
1. Please complete the attached registration form including your child’s choice of three 

Expressive Arts Options numbered in order of preference. Giving all students their first 
choice is our goal, but it cannot be guaranteed. Sometimes students will be given their 
second or third choice. The school will make the final decision.  

 
2. Regarding Options, students need to choose between Band, Guitar or Art and are expected 

to commit to this choice for their remaining two years at VGMS. Students who choose the 
Band option will be contacted by our Band Teacher to give students the opportunity to try 
instruments before selecting. Being in Band requires renting an instrument (see Band/Guitar 
FAQ).  

 
3. Information regarding required supplies and student fees will be forwarded to you in June. 
 
4. Bus Transportation: Generally, all Grade 6 students who reside more than 1.6 kilometres 

from their designated school are eligible for transportation. If your child meets the 1.6 km 
criteria, fill out the attached transportation application form. If you have any other concerns, 
please call the Transportation office at 204.669.0202. 

 
We look forward to having your sons/daughters become part of the Valley Gardens Middle 
School community. Please do not hesitate to call us at 204-668-6249 if you require further 
information. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
            

 
 

 
Ms. B. Frith   Mr. P. Barto  
Principal   Vice-Principal 
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EXPRESSIVE ARTS OPTION:  
 

Students have the option of choosing between Band, Guitar or Art (3-year commitment). 
The school will make the final decision. 

 

   Band (full year) 

In Band you can expect to learn how to read and write music, proper technique for your instrument, 
how to create a basic tone and how to play in a large ensemble. We will explore famous composers, 
different genres from classical to jazz, listen to great works of musical art, play a variety of wind band 
repertoire as well as participate in various wind band festivals. This may also include digital music 
making. If you're looking to nurture your inner musician, this is the class for you! 

 

   Guitar (full year) 

In Guitar you can expect to learn how to read and write music, proper instrument technique, how to 
be a part of a guitar ensemble, some of your favourite rock licks and an introduction to chording & 
strumming. This may also include digital music making. We will explore famous musicians, bands and 
artists, well known songs, and introduce you to some new music you might not even know about!  

 
 

   Visual Arts (full year) 

This full year course will expose students to a variety of mediums like clay, acrylic/tempra/watercolour paints, 
pen and pencil and many others in a fun and dynamic environment. It will also focus on improving the 
students' ability to communicate visually which is a very important skill to have in this ever increasingly visual 
world in which we live. By the end of grade 8, students will have had a wide variety of Visual Art 
experiences and will be able to make an informed decision about moving on to the many choices for the 
Visual Arts in High School. 

 
 

Valley Gardens Middle School 
 

Grade 6 Expressive Arts Option 
   

 
 

Student Name:      
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       
Parent/Guardian Name Parent/Guardian Signature Date   

REQUIRED COURSES: 
 
  Language Arts    Mathematics 

  Science    Social Studies 

  French    Phys. Ed. (Health) 

  Applied Arts (Home Ec, Graphic Arts, Woods)  Expressive Arts (See Below) 
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PARENTAL INFORMED CONSENT FOR 
OUT OF SCHOOL ACTIVITIES IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY 

 
 

Dear Parent/Guardian, 

The purpose of this letter is to inform you about some of the out-of-school activities or events in the local school community in which 
your child will participate during the course of the year. Your signature at the bottom of this form confirms that you are aware of the 
information provided in this letter. 

 
The River East Transcona School Division and the staff of School recognize that valuable and unique learning can take place outside 
of the school building. We are therefore encouraged to make use of the total resources of the local community to meet curriculum 
goals. 

During the course of the school year, student groups will engage in activities within the local community that take them out of the school 
building. These activities may include but are not limited to activities and events such as physical education classes, community resource 
days, multi-activity days, etc. As examples, these could include activities like a Terry Fox or Partnership Walk, jogging in phys. ed. class, 
taking a class to a nearby park, arena, school, store or other community facility. 

 
The risk of injury exists in all student activity. However, due to the very nature of some activities, the risk of injury may increase. The 
safety and well-being of students is a prime concern and every effort is made to minimize the foreseeable risks inherent in any activity. 

 
While participating in school activities, which take them into the community, it is expected that students will conduct themselves 
appropriately during all aspects of schooling. 

If, for some reason, your child cannot or ought to not participate in activities of this nature, please let us know. 
 

I / We understand and agree that this is a part of the school program. I/We also understand that as a result of participating in this program 
that the participant is expected to follow the school procedures and code of conduct and that any deviations from these may result in 
consequences from the school administration. 

I / We declare having read and understood the above INFORMED CONSENT AGREEMENT in its entirety and hereby consent to 
participate being aware of all the foregoing. 

Parental Informed Consent: 
 

Before your child may participate in any local community activities, this signed consent form must be received at the school. 
 

Parental Informed Consent: 

Student’s Name (please print):   
 
 
 
 

Parent/Guardian Signature Date 
 

Effective Date: 
Amended Date: 

December 16, 2003 
June 21, 2005; April 17, 2018 

Review Date: 

Board Motion(s): 683/03; 349/05; 94/18 
Legal/Cross Reference: IJOA- Out of School Education 
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