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Principal’s Message 
This has been a very cold and challenging winter! Even though we have 

often been inside for recess breaks, students have continued to make 

very good choices by following the school expectations. The students 

have enjoyed having lots of snow outside to play with.  

We are looking forward to meeting with you in March during Term Two 

Student Led Conferences. Our students have worked hard and have 

grown in many ways this term. They are excited to celebrate their 

learning with you! This is a time for celebrating learning. Your children 

are excited to show you what they have done at school and all of their 

accomplishments.  

Don’t forget to order your child some École Neil Campbell School 

clothing. This is not a fundraiser, just a great way to boost school spirit! 

Your order can be made here ÉNCS Clothing Sale. 

We have had a busy two months both inside and outside the classroom. 

Our students have had the opportunity to join volleyball and basketball 

clubs as well as participate in a very exciting month full of cultural 

learning! We are celebrating I Love to Read, Chinese New Year, Black 

History Month, Festival du Voyageur, and Pink Shirt Day! Please look at 

our Twitter feed for lots of pictures about the exciting school-wide 

learning we are doing! @encs_RETSD 

 

Thank you for your continued support, 

Ms. Christi Qua 

https://neilcampbell2022.itemorder.com/shop/sale/


Submitted by Mrs. C. Clark and Mme K. Nanton  

February 2022 
   

T o kick off the New Year in kindergarten, we did a 

mini research project in which we learnt new and 
interesting facts about penguins. We recorded the 
information we learnt and displayed it on our hall 
bulletin board. We especially had fun making a 

penguin colony to add to our bulletin board.    
 Next we explored some of the best known fairy tales 
such as The Three Little Pigs, Little Red Riding Hood, Goldilocks and the Three 
Bears, and The Three Billy Goats Gruff.  We are also enjoying fractured fairy tales 
which are funny versions of the originals. We learnt the basics of a story by 
examining and comparing the parts of the fairy tales such as character, plot, and 
problem. It also makes an ideal segue into the Design Process where the students 

are asked to design and build their own puppet theatre and puppets.  
 February has been a particularly busy month as we learnt about the Lunar 
New Year, Voyageurs, and the Olympics while celebrating Black authors, I Love to 
Read week, and Valentine’s Day. One particular highlight during the month of 
February was learning which books were our classmates’ favourites and seeing 
the school wide bulletin board blossom with white, pink, and red hearts filled 

with all our favourite book titles.  

Kindergarten Classes 





 
Science 

We have been busy learning about the states of matter and conducting 
experiments to find answers to our questions. 

Social Studies 

We have been comparing our community of Winnipeg to River John, Nova 
Scotia. 

French 

We enjoyed writing stories about our snow people and valentine letters. 

Math 

We created our own winter surveys and created bar graphs with the results. 

Art 

We enjoyed making a needle felting project with wool from Lismore Farm in 
River John. 

Valentines Day 

We dressed up and had a party! It was so much fun for 
students to exchange valentines with classmates! Students 
enjoyed competing in fun challenges like building a cup 
tower and transferring pompoms with chopsticks. The 
kindness and caring shown by these students daily is 
always heartwarming! 

Hundredth Day of School 

We wrote 100 words, made 100 in many different ways, 
recalled highlights of our first hundred days, and built 

awesome structures 
using 100 lego blocks. 



Mme Dufort & Mrs. Gosek’s Grade 1 Class 

Hello from Room 5! We have had a very busy month! We have studied 

les bonhommes de neige by sequencing how to build one, singing about 

them, and finally making our own. We then focused on animal 

hibernation, migration, and adaptation. We built our own caverne for 

our ours to hibernate in. Then it was time to see if the marmotte would 

see his shadow and if we would have six more weeks of winter. (He did). 

Valentine’s Day was a great time to show love and kindness towards one 

another and share special messages. We celebrated Chinese New Year by 

learning about their traditions, playing games, making dragon masks, and 

listening to books and music. We read many great books for Black History 

Month and were very fortunate to have David Robertson read his book 

about residential schools called When We Were Alone. We had fun 

learning about so many different things this month!  



Mme Gudmundson & Mme Workman’s Grade 1 Class 

Our return to school in January started online, but we were back 
in the building the week after! We’ve learned about how animals 
prepare for winter, reviewed addition to 10 and are now learning 
about subtraction. We also wrote a French story as a class, as 
seen in the picture below. 

During February, we made predictions about whether or not the 

groundhog would see his shadow, and marked Chinese New Year. 

We exchanged valentines on Valentines Day, marked 100 days at 

school, and are gearing up for Festival du Voyageur week! 



Winter Fun! 
Hello Neil Campbell families!  Check out our winter bulletin board.  Over the 

last few weeks, we have read many books, sang songs, and recited winter 

poems to learn new vocabulary in French. Once we had a bank of French 

words, we wrote sentences about fun activities to do in the wintertime. Then, 

we each got to illustrate our activities by colouring in a person and adding 

detail to our bulletin board.  We also added trees, clouds, and snowflakes. 

Finally, we wrote short stories about our favourite winter activity and made 

clay art to go with it. What do you like to do for fun in the wintertime?   

Mme Sabourin’s Grade 2 Class 



David A. Robertson is an award-winning 

author. He started writing poems in Grade 3 

and he got his first book published when he 

was 30 years old. He is now 45 years old and 

has a lot of published books. David’s 

favourite book is On the Trapline. Julie Flett 

has illustrated many of his books and is a 

very close family friend. 

David likes to smell his brand new books. David’s 

Kokum (KOO-come) went to residential school in 

Norway House and his dad went to Day School. He 

gave us tips on how to be a better reader and 

writer. In his books, he teaches us how to say Cree 

words and be respectful to people, places and 

things. He taught us that elders are shown respect 

by having them get their food first.   

David is very kind. When we did the video 

call he shared about his family and pets. He 

has 5 children as well as a dog and cat. He 

has lived in Winnipeg since he was 3 years 

old. His family comes from Norway House 

Cree Nation, and they speak Cree. Do you 

know how to say, “Hello” in Cree? TANSI 

(tan-see). David’s dad inspired On the 

Trapline and has since passed away. 

Written by the students of 
Room 13 – Grades 2 & 3 – Mrs. Verhaeghe 



The students in Room 15 have been exploring 

everything there is to know about magnets! 

Students learned about magnetic attraction and 

repulsion by testing different materials around the 

classroom. They learned that most things made out 

of iron, nickel, and steel will be attracted to 

magnets. They also learned that opposites attract 

and that the south and 

north poles of a magnet 

will always repel. Students also had the opportunity 

to construct a toy or game that uses magnets to 

function. Some students made fishing games, racing 

games, and cool mazes with obstacles. There were 

some great ideas!  

We also recently started a new read-aloud called the 

Wild Robot. It is about a 

robot who gets    

dropped off on a  

      remote, wild island. She 

makes friends with many 

different animals on the 

island, and she learns to 

adapt to the wild in order to 

survive. Every chapter has left 

us on a cliffhanger and the 

students have been loving it!  

Mme White’s Grade 3 Class 



Hi Everyone, this winter sure has been busy!   

In Science we learned about forces that attract and 

repel and will be constructing a project that utilises 

magnets to function.  

For Social Studies, we have just begun conducting an 

internet research project on Japan for which we will 

be creating a Power Point Presentation. We have also 

had discussions about Métis life and values in 

preparation for Festival Du Voyageur.   

In Math we have been learning addition and subtraction 

strategies and doing some problem solving as well. 

We will also be having book readings 

and activities in honour of Black 

History Month in the coming weeks. 

We are looking forward to the spring 

and warmer weather.  

Wishing you all a very safe and happy 

          next few months! 



Look at time go! It’s almost the end of February!  

We have been very engaged the last two months working hard and learning lots. The Grade 4s in 

Salle 20 have been learning about forms of energy in science with a focus on light and sound.   

During their French Language Arts time, we are writing, writing, writing! Everyday students are 

practicing their writing and speaking skills during a new activity called: Bavardage Amical where 

students are sharing preferences or opinions on a variety of different topics from favourite sports 

to wrestling matches between animals. Students will also be authoring original stories of their 

own that are going to be presented aloud in class. We can’t wait to share some of our stories 

during the student-led conferences in March.  

Our current novel study in English is “The Chocolate Touch,” by Patrick Skene Catling, and we are 

learning about some of the challenges of dealing with the differences between needs and wants 

and the importance of not being greedy.  

Our mathletes have proven themselves again, becoming masters of subtraction this last little 

while. We have been “taking away” using all sorts of personal strategies and all students have 

excelled and developed their mental math skills with this new operation. They are truly getting 

the hang of it. Multiplication, Division, and Fractions are right around the corner and with how 

well we’re doing,  I predict our next challenges will be a breeze! 

February has also brought “I Love to Read” and Festival du Voyageur to our classroom. We have 

very much enjoyed the extra time with our books this month. And ‘Festival’ is always a great 

opportunity to celebrate French language, culture and the history of our wonderful province of 

Manitoba.  

For I Love to Read we snapped a few #SHELFIES and made recommendations for our friends, 

check out a few below! 



The Grade 4s and 5s in Room 21 are excited to be back after the winter break and 

remote learning! Here’s a look at some of the things we’ve been up to since being 

back at school: 

This month, we listened to a recording of the story “I Love My Hair” by Natasha 

Anastasia Tarpley. During the story, we followed how Keyana gets her hair combed 

by her mother every night, even though it hurts. Keyana’s mother tells her about 

how lucky she is to have her hair and about all the different ways she can style it. 

Throughout the story, we learn why Keyana loves her hair and what makes her 

special. After listening to the story, we looked at what we love about ourselves 

and what makes us special. We put together some artwork and some writing to 

show what we have in common, as well as what makes us unique.  

We have been studying the artist Ted Harrison for some time. We learned about 

how Mr. Harrison loved the Yukon and how it inspired his artwork focusing on the 

outdoors, bright colours, and simple shapes. He was once told that his art was so 

simple that even a child could understand it. Ted Harrison took this as a big 

compliment! We then created our own outdoor scenes in a similar style by first 

sketching our designs on paper, then recreating our work using construction paper 

and glue. Check out our colourful creations. We hope Ted Harrison would 

approve! 



Mr. Moffatt’s Grade 4/5 Classroom 

The fabulous fours and fantastic fives in room 18 with Mr. 

Moffatt have been working hard these past few months. Our grade fives 

have been focusing on the body systems! We are learning about the 

digestive system, respiratory system, circulatory system, nervous 

system, skeletal system, and others responsible for maintaining a 

human body. We used various materials to build a diagram representing 

the organs and their place in the body. The grade fives had an 

opportunity to be role models and taught the grade four students some 

new information while they helped with the diagrams!  

Our grade four students are learning about light in science! They are 

going to have the chance to build periscopes. The students are eager to 

learn how we can use mirrors to see around objects.  

We have also enjoyed vast literature this month for I love to read! We 

have enjoyed celebrating books by Black authors for Black History 

Month, and literature about Louis Riel as we learn about Festival du 

Voyageur.  

We are looking forward to staying busy and learning lots in the months 

ahead!   

  

Yours truly,  

Mr. Moffatt, the Fabulous 

Fours, and Fantastic 

Fives!  



Manitoba History Comes To Life 

Our class was so excited to finally be able to go on a field trip to the 
Manitoba Museum to do some hands-on learning about the Fur Trade. 
After participating in the Fur Trade activities, we had time to tour all the 
other exhibits as well. The new Parkland Gallery is beautiful, and we kept 
finding new things as we 
looked more carefully. The 
room that simulated the sea in 
Manitoba 450 million years 
ago was also a big hit as the 
various creatures swam or 
scurried by. When we got back 
to school, we used what we'd 
learned to create board games 
about the Fur Trade. Students 
had a lot of fun playing each 
other's games. 
Looking 
forward to our 
next 
opportunity to 
go on a field 
trip.  

Mr. Dyck’s Grade 5 Class 



Students have been talking a lot about the upcoming last few months of elementary school!  
To help students feel confident and prepared for middle school, I have been encouraging 
students to build independence by using their problem-solving skills, teaching organization 
of their belongings and expecting them to verbalize their needs while at school.    
 

Science & Social Studies 
In Social studies, we have been learning about driving motivators of the age of exploration 
and European explorers. We studied how explorers travelled, and what they saw when they 
arrived in the new world.  We have also had many discussions about their arrival in the new 
world from the indigenous perspective.  In science, students have learned about healthy 
eating habits, the digestive system organs and how it all works.   
 

Math 
Our focus has been on measurement, shapes, angles, and associated calculations.   Students 
have been enjoying working on this unit because of all the drawing, problem solving, and 
hands on experiences they have had in the classroom.     
 

French & ELA                        
Students have recently read many fairy tales in French and done a lot of creative writing.   A 
big part of our time in French has been spent practicing speaking French by reading dialogue 
for French plays.  We have also enjoyed learning about the Voyageurs and what their role 
was in Manitoba’s history.  We have enjoyed reading our recent novel. Now, students have 
been designing and planning their own dream summer camp. They have made informational 
pamphlets. They are creating a map we have been using in math and they are starting to 
produce a commercial to advertise their summer camp. It has been fun!      
 

Art & Health                          
Art continues to be a fan favorite. From sketching portraits of ancient explorers, landscapes 
of Canada, or creating crazy symmetrical creatures. Students have explored blending with 
pastels, symmetry in art, and perspective with 3D Heart.  We are exploring what it means to 
be healthy in both mind & body.  Discussing how we have many needs as humans, from 
good nutrition, enough sleep, proper hygiene, and coping skills for stressful 

situations. Also, the right to safety. Who safe adults are, 
what secrets are important to speak about, and how to 
reach out to adults for help in difficult moments.    



Music Notes 
 
We have been traveling the world without leaving our music room!  
 
The students have been participating in different festivals and celebrations that take 
place around the world. 
 
The primary children have learned New Years songs and written their own verses about 
all the new experiences they would like to have in 2022. 
 
We have celebrated Lunar New Year by learning a song in Chinese called “Gong Xi”. We 
have learned about the customs and traditions surrounding the celebrations. The older 
students have watched a dragon dance (virtually) and learned the significance of the 
music and how it fits into the performance.  
 
Over the next few weeks, we will all be participating in activities for Black History 
Month. We have started our journey in Ghana. The children are learning “Obwisana” in 
the Swahili language and will be playing the tubano and bucket drums while singing! 
We will learn how the people of this culture contributed to the history of music and the 
obstacles they had to overcome to practice and perform it. 
 
We will also be experiencing French-Canadian culture by learning folk songs for Festival 
du Voyageur. The students will be learning songs or parts of songs appropriate for their 
grade level and adding hand drums, instruments, and the spoons. We will learn the role 
music played in the daily lives of the Voyageurs! 
 
Thank you to the PAC for buying the tubano drums for us and RETSD for buying our 
bucket drums. We will take care of them and plan to use them for many years to come! 
 
As always, if you have specific questions about the music 
program, please don’t hesitate to email me at 
hgroess@retsd.mb.ca    

-Mrs. Groess   

mailto:hgroess@retsd.mb.ca


Thank you to all the parents who have taken their children to an optometrist as a 

result of the Vision Screening held in October 2021, or for regular eye exams.  We 

have seen many students wearing new glasses and 

many students who received glasses for the first time.  

Wearing glasses for the first time is very exciting for 

the students. All of the teaching staff have been 

encouraging the students to wear their glasses as 

prescribed at school. 

If you are concerned about your child’s vision, please 

make a free appointment with an optometrist.  

Manitoba Health provides free eye exams every 2 

years for children up to the age of 19.  If your child has 

not had their vision checked recently or if you have concerns, it is a good idea to 

make an appointment to have their vision health checked. Children do not always 

know if they are not seeing clearly and cannot tell you, only an optometrist or 

ophthalmologist can identify vision problems. 

If you have any concerns about your child’s 

hearing, please talk to your child’s physician. 

If you have any questions relating to your 
child’s vision or hearing, please contact me at 
the school or by email at spauls@retsd.mb.ca.  
Thank you on behalf of our Resource Team 

Mrs. Bostick and Mrs. Pauls 

 

 

mailto:spauls@retsd.mb.ca


Pink Shirt Day encourages us all to 
take a stand against bullying by 
wearing pink. Taking care with our 
actions and words is important 
every day!  
Anxiousness is something that 
affects adults and children alike. 
Worry is a normal part of life, but 
when it starts to influence 
someone’s ability to do regular 
activities, then support is needed. 
It’s important to talk to your child 
about their feelings and their 
worries and help them develop 
good coping strategies that they 
can practice and use as they grow. 



This month in phys-ed we were in full 
swing with Olympic activities. We have 
been so impressed with all of our Neil 
Campbell Olympians. Students have taken 
part in a variety of Olympics sports and 
activities such as, speed skating, hockey, 
curling, bobsled, skeleton, luge, skiing, 
torch relay and Olympic ring tag. It has 
been a blast watching our Canadian 
Olympians compete in Beijing 
throughout the month of February and 
even more fun to compete alongside 
them during our phys-ed classes!    



Hello from École Neil Campbell School Library! 

The month of February is a fun, jam-packed-of-activities time of year! For 

this year’s I Love to Read Month we celebrated Chinese New Year, Black 

History Month, and Festival du Voyageur. Mme Thuot-Macdonald visited classrooms to do 

Chinese New Year-themed and Black History Month-themed activities, while staff were 

encouraged to sign out resources and games for Festival du Voyageur. Also, classrooms 

visiting the library were read inspirational Black History Month-themed books and stories of 

Chinese New Year by Ms. Bagay. 

To go along with the theme, the library and bulletin boards have been wonderfully 

decorated. Tables had an array of French and English books on Chinese New Year, 

inspirational biographies on African Canadians and Americans, and books by authors who 

are of African descent for the reason of encouraging staff and students to sign out and read 

at their leisure. As well, our bulletin boards were decorated to celebrate both Chinese New 

Year and to give information on inspirational African Canadians for Black History Month. 

Check out our bulletin boards!  

Finally, as a library we cannot express enough our love of reading to our staff and students. 
The Sora app is readily available to you 24/7 at no cost. Accessibility of Sora can be through 
a desktop computer or a smart phone using your students’ RETSD login. If you haven’t 
already, give it a try! 
Happy reading! 

Ms. Bagay & Mme Thuot-Macdonald 

  “Reading is a discount ticket to everywhere”  

    – Mary Schmich 

https://soraapp.com/welcome


Literacy Committee  -  WE LOVE TO READ!! 

February has been a great month at Neil Campbell School as we celebrated our 
love for reading! Each day the whole school had special subjects to read about 
such as Chinese New Year, Black History, Fairy Tales, Valentine's Day, Seven 
Sacred Teachings and Festival du Voyageur.  We were also treated to hearing 
stories virtually from guest readers Andrew Mickelfield, and David 
Robertson.  As well, Ms. Qua and M. Miron made guest appearances in our 
classrooms to share their love for reading as they read some special books to 
us.  It has been a fun, jam-packed month full of literacy! 



Throughout the month, classes have been busy 
discussing what it means to be respectful. Students have 
learnt that being respectful means you act in a way that 
shows care for how your actions may impact others and 
they also have learnt how to show respect for people, 
places, and things. Students have been working 
extremely hard to apply what they have learnt in the 
classroom to situations where they may need to problem 
solve and help classmates in a positive way! Next month 
we are excited to continue our learning as we look at 
what it means to be responsible!   



Hello from the Numeracy Committee! 

 

In the last few weeks our teaching staff was lucky enough to have a 

fantastic presentation from our Early Years Consultant, Lori Brooks. This 

presentation expanded our knowledge of collaborative problem solving 

and assessment. We were also able to snap pictures around the school 

and create grade specific problem-solving posters to try out in our 

classrooms. 

We hope to be able to have Lori Brooks present again to help us develop 

our teaching and assessment of problem solving and to create more 

resources to use in the classroom.  

Wishing you all a very happy Festival du Voyageur week and a quick end 

to the frigid temperatures! 



Virtual Assembly With David A. Robertson 
 
When We Were Alone is an award-winning book written by local Cree 

author David Robertson. It is a story about the 
Residential school system and how children 
tried to make it through those difficult times. 
Every teacher in our school has read and 
discussed it with their students. So, when Mrs. 
Verhaeghe’s class contacted him to see if they 
could have a virtual meeting, we decided to 
invite him to speak to the entire school as part 
of I Love to Read Month. It was an excellent 
presentation on his life, background and what 
inspired him to become a writer. He read us his 

new, award-winning picture book, On the Trapline, and one chapter from 
The Great Bear, the second book in his Misewa series. He talked about his 
life as a writer and how he goes about improving his craft. He included 
time for questions and many students took that opportunity. It was very 
exciting for us all to have time to talk with a local, award-winning author.  





Anaphylaxis Policy  

The division recognizes that some students attending schools may require the administration of 

medication in response to an acute allergic reaction. Therefore, for the safety of students, staff, 

and parents/guardians, Anaphylaxis Procedures and Anaphylaxis Avoidance Strategies must be 

followed within the division. The complete policy is available on the website at:  

http://www.retsd.mb.ca/yourretsd/Policies/Documents/JLCG-R1.pdf  

http://www.retsd.mb.ca/yourretsd/Policies/Documents/JLCG-R2.pdf  

Concern Protocol 

https://www.retsd.mb.ca/yourretsd/Policies/Documents/KE.pdf (Policy KE-Concern Protocol) 

https://www.retsd.mb.ca/yourretsd/Policies/Documents/KE-R.pdf (Policy KE-R Concerns & 

Complaints Procedures) 

https://www.retsd.mb.ca/yourretsd/Policies/Documents/KE.pdf
https://www.retsd.mb.ca/yourretsd/Policies/Documents/KE-R.pdf







