
French Immersion 
Reconfiguration
North of the Perimeter Highway



River East Transcona School Division is located on the original lands of the 
Anishinaabeg, Ininiwak, Anishininiwak, Dakota, and Dene peoples, and on the 
homeland of the Red River Métis. 

We recognize our part of the Treaty relationship and, as acknowledgement of the 
harms done, we commit to collaborating with Indigenous communities in the 
shared spirit of Truth and Reconciliation for the healing and inclusion of all who 
share this Land.

Land Acknowledgement



Agenda

• Welcome & Introductions
• Background—How Did We Get Here?
• Plans
• Educational & School Considerations
• Child Care 
• Transportation
• Next Steps
• Questions & Answers



Welcome & Introductions



Board Priority 2023–24

Determine the parameters for a facility review 
and then conduct the facility review.



Rationale

• River East Transcona is experiencing unprecedented growth across the division. Over the 
last two years projected, we have increased by almost 1,100 students overall.

• Students in East St. Paul and surrounding areas must leave their community if they 
choose French immersion. There are approximately 230 K–8 students who will return to 
be educated in their community. 

• French immersion continues to be a popular choice for families.
• Where possible, languages in dual-track schools should be balanced.
• École Sun Valley School and École John Henderson Middle School are reaching capacity.
• Bird’s Hill, Robert Andrews, and Dr. Hamilton currently have space to accommodate 

additional students. 



Rationale (cont’d)

• Traffic congestion at École John Henderson Middle School needs to be 
decreased significantly for safety reasons.  

• Transfer buses at Chief Peguis Middle School need to be reduced. 
• Students spend long periods of time on the bus.
• Busing will be more efficient, both logistically and financially.



Plans

• Bird’s Hill School will change from a K–5 English school to a K–5 dual-track 
English/French immersion school.

• Robert Andrews Middle School will change from a 6–8 English school to a 6–8 
dual-track English/French immersion school. 

• The English boundaries (K–5) for Dr. F.W.L Hamilton School and Bird’s Hill 
School will be changed.

• The French immersion boundaries for Bird’s Hill School, École Sun Valley 
School, Robert Andrews Middle School, and École John Henderson Middle 
School will be revised.



Overview of Changes

School Current September 2025
Bird’s Hill School K–5 English K–5 English/French Immersion
Dr. F. W.L. Hamilton School K–5 English K–5 English
École Sun Valley School K–5 English/French Immersion K–5 English/French Immersion

École John Henderson Middle  
School

6–8 English/French Immersion 6–8 English/French Immersion

Robert Andrews Middle 
School

6–8 English 6–8 English/French Immersion



Current & Projected Enrolment & Capacity

School/Capacity Current September 2024 September 2025 September 2026 September 2027

Bird’s Hill/
63%

220 225 322 326 335

Dr. F.W.L. Hamilton/
67%

217 210 260 258 265

Sun Valley/
91%

485 480 346 317 315

John Henderson/
100%

503 527 453 436 459

Robert Andrews/
52%

251 261 346 341 327



K–5 Reconfiguration

• Bird’s Hill School will become a dual-track K–5 school.
• The English boundaries for Dr. F.W.L Hamilton School and Bird’s Hill School will 

be changed.
• The French immersion boundaries for Bird’s Hill School and École Sun Valley 

School will be revised.
• These changes will impact current K–3 students and new families registering.
• Any boundary changes only impact families living north of the perimeter.



Current Boundaries for K–5 in East St. Paul



New Boundaries



6–8 Reconfiguration

• Robert Andrews Middle School will become a dual-track 6–8 school. 
• The French immersion boundaries for Robert Andrews Middle School and 

École John Henderson Middle School will be revised.
• Any boundary changes only impact families living north of the perimeter.



Robert Andrews Middle School Boundaries
6–8 English & French Immersion Programming



Educational & School Considerations

• French Immersion Programming
• Staffing
• Student Supports
• Schools of Choice



Transportation

• School divisions are obligated to transport students who live in a rural setting, 
outside of a townsite, without access to public transportation.

• Town of Birds Hill Policy EEA—all students residing greater than 1.6 km from 
their designated school are eligible for transportation grants as indicated in 
The Public Schools Act and Regulations.

• Contact the transportation department for more information at 204.669.0202 
or transportation@retsd.mb.ca.



Child Care

• Child-care centres in the community have been made aware of the changes for 
September 2025.

• We will continue to work with our partners in child care to support families. 



Next Steps

Parent Meetings
• You will receive an invitation from your school principal to attend an in-person 

meeting over the next two weeks.
• These meetings will be another opportunity to hear about the plan and will 

have time for questions that are specific to each school.



Questions & Answers

• Use question (Q&A) feature on live stream.
• Please identify yourself and your school—we will not be answering 

anonymous questions. 
• Questions will be read aloud.
• Duplicate questions will be answered once.
• All pertinent questions not addressed during the meeting will be answered in 

a Q&A post on the RETSD website.
• School-specific questions will be answered at in-person meetings.



More Questions?

The Q&A page on the website will continue to be updated
Contact  your school principal 

Use the Contact Us form at retsd.mb.ca
Trustee Colleen Carswell—Ward 2 

Board Chair
ccarswell@retsd.mb.ca

Trustee Susan Olynik—Ward 4
Board Vice-Chair

solynik@retsd.mb.ca

Trustee Keith Morrison—Ward 3
kmorrison@retsd.mb.ca

Trustee Shannon Hiebert—Ward 5
shiebert@retsd.mb.ca

Trustee Brenda Bage—Ward 4
bbage@retsd.mb.ca

Trustee Brianne Goertzen—Ward 3
bgoertzen@retsd.mb.ca
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