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REMINDERS

John W. Gunn Middle School
351 Harold Ave W
Winnipeg, MB  R2C 2C9

Phone: (204) 958-6500
Fax: (204) 222-4967
Email: jwg@retsd.mb.ca
Website: www.retsd.mb.ca/jwg

River East Transcona School Division 
Administration Office

589 Roch Street
Winnipeg, MB  R2K 2P7

Phone: (204)-667-7130
Fax: (204) 661-5618

Website: www.retsd.mb.ca

If your contact information has changed, don’t
forget to let us know!

Sick? Late? Vacation?
If your student is sick, late or going to be away

please notify the office by calling (204) 958-6500.
If there is no answer, please leave a voicemail on
our 24 hour answering machine.  Please include

the students name, teacher and date.

Stay Up to Date

Remember to check out the JWG website on a
regular basis for updates and important

information.  You can also check out our weekly
update email sent to the community every

Friday.  
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Lunch ProgramLunch Program
JWGJWG

At John W. Gunn, our goal is to ensure every student has access to
something nutritious so they stay focused, comfortable and ready to learn.
This program is designed to support students who may occasionally forget
their lunch at home or who may not have enough food available on a given

day.

How it works:

Students should ask their teacher
for a lunch ticket before 11:00 a.m.
Students must bring the lunch
ticket with them in order to receive
food
Lunch will be picked up in the LAR.

What’s available:

Sandwiches
Fruit
Vegetables
Milk

This lunch support is intended for
occasional use, whether a lunch was

accidentally left at home or extra
support is needed on a particular day.
We appreciate families continuing to
send lunches whenever possible and

thank you for helping us support
students’ well-being.

If you have any questions about the
program, please feel free to reach out
to the school. We’re happy to help and
appreciate your continued partnership.



During January and February, John W. Gunn Middle school was buzzing
with positivity as students and staff took part in the Wrap Yourself in

Kindness campaign—and what an incredible experience it was! From
small, thoughtful gestures to big-hearted acts, kindness was truly

everywhere you looked.

Throughout the campaign, staff members kept a close eye out for
moments of kindness happening around the school. When one was

spotted, a ballot was filled out and shared, celebrating the act and the
student behind it. Each week, one student and one staff member were

recognized and proudly received a JWG school scarf as a symbol of the
warmth and care they bring to our community.

One of the highlights of the campaign was hearing about these acts of
kindness shared each morning. These stories reminded us that kindness
can be as simple as helping a friend, offering encouragement, or doing

something nice just because.

Congratulations to all of our winners—and to every student and staff
member who contributed to making our school such a welcoming,

caring place. This campaign may be over, but the kindness it inspired
continues to ripple through our hallways every day. Thank you for

wrapping our school in kindness!
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Wrap Yourself in Kindness: A School Success



We are very proud to announce 3 students from JWG and 1 staff member were honoured
by the Manitoba Council for Exceptional Children by receiving Yes I Can! Awards!  
The awards ceremony took place on February 26, 2026 to recognize students with

exceptionalities and staff members across Manitoba for their accomplishments and
successes!  We are incredibly proud of all our JWG recipients and wish them continued

success in everything they do!  
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Yes I Can! AwardsYes I Can! AwardsYes I Can! Awards

JWG grade 7 student, Tayla Baxter
received an award for her growth
and success in Academics. 

Cristina Babashko, a JWG
Educational Assistant

also received a
Certificate of Recognition
for her outstanding work

and dedication
supporting students with

exceptionalities. 

Jaxson Carnegie and Kaylee Duncum,
both Grade 7 students received

awards in Self Advocacy to recognize
their growth in assuming responsibility

and increasing their self-advocacy. 
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This term, classes 7E
and 7F have been

engaged in an inquiry
project focused on
understanding the

challenges faced by
individuals

experiencing
homelessness and
learning about the

support and services
available within our

community.
As part of this learning,

students visited
Harvest Manitoba,

where they
volunteered their time
sorting food donations.

During their visit,
students sorted an

impressive 400 bags
of pasta, which will be
distributed to families

in need throughout the
community.

Students went to Siloam Mission, gaining first-hand insight into the
essential services provided there. Through pizza sales held in

February, we raised $170 to support Siloam Mission’s work. During our
visit, students went on a tour, volunteered in the clothing sorting

facility, and learned more about how the organization responds to
needs in the community.

CLASS NEWS
7 E/F
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In addition, funds raised through our Valentine’s Day Candy Gram
initiative and an additional pizza sale allowed us to donate $300 to

United Way of Winnipeg. Thanks to the generosity of our school
community, students also assembled  hygiene kits to support families

in need.
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We are incredibly proud of our students for their
leadership, compassion, and commitment to

recognizing the importance of helping others in the
community. Thank you to our families and school

community for your continued support! Your
contributions have made a meaningful impact!

Hygiene Kits
made by 7 E/F

to support
families in

need.



18th Annual Grade 6 Dance Competition!

Get ready for the spotlight—our 18th Annual Grade 6 Dance Competition is just
around the corner, and the excitement is building! This beloved tradition continues

to be one of the most anticipated events of the year, and our Grade 6 students
have truly risen to the occasion.
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JWG GYM
JWG GYM

UPd
ate

UPd
ate

What a Basketball Season!

This year’s basketball season was truly one to celebrate! All of our
teams showed incredible growth, dedication, and sportsmanship

from start to finish. From early morning practices to nail‑biting games,
our athletes represented our school with pride and determination. 

A special shoutout goes to our T3 team, who had an outstanding performance at
their tournament. Their teamwork, hustle, and heart were on full display, and they

made our whole school community proud. We also saw huge success with our
Grade 6 Basketball League, which was a massive hit this year! Thank you to all

players, families, and supporters for an amazing season. We can’t wait to see what
next year brings!

It’s been such a joy to see this tradition continue,
bringing our school community together in celebration
of creativity, confidence, and fun. With so much talent
and enthusiasm, we can’t wait to see each class shine

on stage.
Who will take home the prize this year? We’ll find out

soon—good luck to all our dancers!

All Grade 6 classes—and their amazing teachers—have
been working incredibly hard. From brainstorming

creative themes to practicing their routines day after day,
the effort and imagination poured into this year’s

performances are nothing short of inspiring. The energy
in the gym has been electric as students refine their

choreography, build teamwork, and cheer one another
on.
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We have a musical spring season ahead of us! Read about our spring band
performances below:

On Friday, April 24th the JWG Grade 6 Band and JWG Grade 7 Band will
both be performing at Manitoba's "Level One Band Festival" here in
Winnipeg! They have already been working hard to prepare for this. Field
trip details and permission forms will come out in early April. Good luck to
all performers!

Band Updates

In May, the JWG Grade 8 Band is going on a Manitoba Tour! They will be
performing in Brandon on May 5th, in Dauphin on May 6th, and back here
in Winnipeg at Transcona Collegiate on May 7th! Those attending the
overnight trip are getting really excited about our travels, and we are
thrilled the whole band will get to perform together at TC to finish off this
exciting week of music.

On May 26th will be our Spring Concert here at JWG! This will be an evening of
performances by the Grade 6, 7, and 8 Bands, as well as Jazz Band, Choir, and our
Drummers. Mark the calendar and come out to hear our students display all their hard
work!

Lastly, on June 17th our JWG Jazz Band will be headed to Joseph Teres School to perform
a concert for their students in the gym! This will be a special way for us to wrap up the
2025-2026 year together for a full audience. Details regarding this field trip will be sent
home to parents via email later in the year.
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Keith Haring (1958-1990) was an American pop artist
whose art and fame took off in the 1980s. Some of his
drawings might look familiar like his radiant baby or
barking dog.

ART NEWSART NEWS      

Artists in grade 6 took inspiration from Haring’s work and created their
own painted pieces. Each piece includes at least 2 figures, one animal,
bright colours, and thick outlines. How the characters interacted with

each other, the colour choices themselves, and any other visual
information was chosen by the artist.

Linh N. 

Reese F.



Kate K.
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These chalk pastel
animal pictures are

done by artists in grade
8.

Levi W.
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In early March, our students had an incredible opportunity to hit the slopes
at Asessippi Ski Area for our annual ski and snowboard trip. With perfect
snow conditions and plenty of sunshine, students of all experience levels
challenged themselves, built new skills, and supported one another both

on and off the slopes. It was fantastic to see such enthusiasm and growth
as students learned and shared in this lifelong sport. 

A big thank you goes out to our staff for helping make the trip safe,
fun, and memorable for everyone involved.

JWG 2026 Asessippi Ski Trip
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Monday, April 6                                             First Day of classes
Tuesday, April 7                                             Orange Shirt Day
Friday, April 10                                               Co-Ordintated Day
Thursday, April 23                                          RETSD Career Fair
Monday, April 27 - Thursday, April 30                Frozen Musical 

Monday, May 4 - Wednesday, May 6                Grade 8 Band Trip
Monday, May 4                                             Grade 6 Immunizations
Wednesday, May 13                                       PAC Meeting 
Monday, May 18                                            Victoria Day
Friday, May 22                                              Track & Field Day
Monday, May 26                                           Spring Band Concert 
Friday, May 29                                             Orange Shirt Day
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Important Dates







Grade 6 students currently being transported by a RETSD school
bus will not be eligible for free busing in Grade 7. According to the
Manitoba Education Public Schools Act Regulation (M.R.
259/2006). Grade 7 to 12 students living within the city limits are
not eligible for school bus transportation. Fee-for-Service may
be available. If you are considering this option, please submit a
Transportation Application – Fee-For-Service 2026-27 Form B.
Forms are available from the school office or on the
Transportation section located on divisional home page at
www.retsd.mb.ca. Applications are not rolled over therefore, you
must (re)-apply every year.

NOTICE TO GRADE 6 AND FEE FOR SERVICE STUDENTS
RE: BUSING

Fee-For-Service applications must be submitted
to the Transportation Department by June 30th of
each school year and will be reviewed on an
individual basis. 
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